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Parent Information 
  

 
Earth Day is meant to highlight and promote efforts dedicated 
to the protection of the environment. As we enter the 21st 
century, we face many environmental crises, including global 
warming, deforestation, endangered wildlife, shortages of 
potable water and widespread pollution, all which negatively 
affect our planet’s resources and can have adverse effects on 
our long-term lifestyle and health.  

Water Conservation  

Canadians are among the world’s most prolific water users, 
averaging 335 L per day with BC residents using 490 L of water each day. Given that only 3% of the 
earth’s water is fresh water, and that most of this is frozen in glaciers and polar ice, we need to think 
of ways to conserve this precious resource. In the household, 65% of water usage takes place in the 
washroom. Laundry uses about 20%, and general kitchen use, including drinking water, amounts to 
10%. Installing low-flow toilets and aerators to taps can make a significant long-term difference.  

Wastewater  

Be careful with the types of products you use and what you put down the drain. All water that we use 
for flushing toilets, washing clothes, and washing cars eventually ends up in our local streams, rivers, 
lakes, and oceans. Although some of this water gets treated, a significant amount goes directly into 

IMPORTANT DATES 
April 22nd – Earth Day 
April 23rd- PAC meeting 9-10 am 
May 21st – Pro-D day – No school 
May 24th- Victoria Day – No school 
May 27th- Welcome to Kindergarten 
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our waterways without treatment. Chemicals from cleaners, paint, unused medications, and gasoline 
can contaminate our waterways and harm aquatic life. There is a finite amount of water on the planet, 
and everything we put down the drain will end up somewhere in the world.  

Sustainable Transportation  

Getting to school by vehicles raises issues ranging from greenhouse gases to idling on school 
grounds, school  traffic jams, road safety, and lack of physical activity. Every 1 L of gasoline used 
creates 2.3 L of CO2 emissions. Transportation contributes a full 45% of total household greenhouse 
gas emissions in BC. Walking, biking, or taking the bus generates less greenhouse gases than 
driving. One city bus can take 40 vehicles off the road and save 70,000 L of fuel. Walking or cycling to 
school both reduces use of fuels and provides physical activity. 

School Grounds Idling  

Parents in vehicles often wait for students on school grounds at the end of the school day. Idling a 
vehicle longer than 10 seconds uses more fuel and produces more emissions compared to restarting 
the engine. Turning off the engine is one of the simplest things to do to reduce pollution, minimize the 
health effects of vehicle exhaust, and save money.  

 

Try this activity with your child to create connections to the natural world. 

 


